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mother tongue island

maeki Kuriko

at age fifteen, i left Japan

and a long-long distance relationship
with my own mother tongue thus began.
no email or internet back then

just reading books at hand,

writing letters and diaries.

Re-re-re-re-rereading

“Kokoro” and

“Roshia ni Okeru Nitarinofu no Benza ni Tsuite”
for i had no other books around.

i smuggled books at every re-entry, but

proper phonetic readings for kanji

could never fit in my luggage abroad.

since my return to Japan at forty,
my auto-invented kanji readings
amused native Japanese speakers.
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T FHTRUTH AR % B,

BEah & R EEEESCHR L C 7,
A=Nbhy M LholHRS,
FRLOERRLFREFTHA T
HEERFME O3 6Fn 7z,

[2Zah] &

(O 7IZBIFL=41) 7 7 OFEEIZDOWT ]
ZNLD D HATE S AT,

JRET A 72 0RITEZ T,
ETOBmAT . FEEE T
A=V = AEED LT,

M+ THRIZE > T 51,

BT DEFOFRMAT
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although i knew what they meant,

how to pronounce them, i was not sure.
like whatchamacallits i know by face,
they popped in my vocab randomly.
like a bell clanging as it’s struck

kanji rang at my glance ad-lib.

pieces of mother tongue brought overseas
changed their sounds and voice over time,
became independent

a loner’s language

a small, unique island just for me.

although i cannot pronounce them all,
i’'m fond of kanji, and

their implicit bodies

not so fluent, yet full of imageries.

they speak to me more than the alphabet,
a mere phonetic code

recycling twenty-six letters.




BRI E R bhroTh,
TATTHS B HE,
BRI D701
ZHIHR SR RAD L 12,
FEEIITOIFORL - Thzo
FITIXEECHED L H 12,
7 GETDHETFICE 5 72,

AL R 2 72
MREO R ITBE XA 2,
WO DRI AR L
M= ANDOFFEIC2 > T
INS R BEWE- Tz,

AR & T Y R oY SR ARG N
L TEREDLE
OEZ e, KIGE,N
FARBETHRIA X 72,
AR R LT
SEOEIEZFIRT A

abcd EL D D,




e

What shall I call you, little one?
Always following others

You don’t even have

your own name

A little smaller
than everyone,

yet you multiply
those you stand by

Because of you
the world is wider
Without you

they are all loners

Thank you,

the nameless one

for the world becomes

fuller and richer because of you
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